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SECRET  FBI  MEMORANDUM  ON  THE 
BLACK  LIBERATION  MOVEMENT 

3/4/68 

PERSONAL  ATTENTION 

From:  Director,  FBI 

Counterintelligence  Program  (COINTELPRO) 

GOALS 

For  maximum  effectiveness  of  the  Counterintelligence  Program,  and  to  prevent 
wasted  effort,  long-range  goals  are  being  set. 

1.  Prevent  the  COALITION  of  militant  Black  nationalist  groups.  In  unity  there  is 
strength;  a  truism  that  is  no  less  valid  for  all  its  triteness.  An  effective  coalition  of 
Black  nationalist  groups  might  be  the  first  step  toward  a  real  “Mau  Mau”  in 
America,  the  beginning  of  a  true  Black  revolution. 

2.  Prevent  the  RISE  OF  A  “MESSIAH”  who  could  unify,  and  electrify,  the 
militant  Black  nationalist  movement.  (Censored)  might  have  been  such  a 
“Messiah”;  he  is  the  martyr  of  the  movement  today.  (Censored)  is  less  of  a  threat 
because  of  his  age.  (Censored)  may  be  a  very  real  contender  for  this  position  should 
he  abandon  his  supposed  “obedience”  to  “white,  liberal  doctrines”  (nonviolence) 
and  embrace  Black  nationalism.  (Censored)  has  the  necessary  charisma  to  be  a  real 
threat  in  this  way... 

4.  Prevent  militant  Black  nationalist  groups  and  leaders  from  gaining 
RESPECTABILITY,  by  discrediting  them  to  three  separate  segments  of  the 
community.  The  goal  of  discrediting  Black  nationalists  must  be  handled  tactically  in 
three  ways. 

You  must  discredit  these  groups  and  individuals  to,  first,  the  responsible  Negro 
community.  Second,  they  must  be  discredited  to  the  White  community,  both  the 
responsible  community  and  to  “liberals”  who  have  vestiges  of  sympathy  for  militant 
Black  nationalists  simply  because  they  are  Negroes.  Third,  these  groups  must  be 
discredited  in  the  eyes  of  Negro  radicals,  the  followers  of  the  movement.  This  last 
area  requires  entirely  different  tactics  from  the  first  two.  Publicity  about  violent 
tendencies  and  radical  statements  merely  enhances  Black  nationalists  to  the  last 
group;  it  adds  “respectability”  in  a  different  way. 

5.  A  final  goal  should  be  to  prevent  long-range  GROWTH  of  militant  Black 
nationalist  organizations,  especially  among  youth.  Specific  tactics  to  prevent  these 
groups  from  converting  young  people  must  be  developed. 

Besides  these  five  goals  counterintelligence  is  a  valuable  part  of  our  regular 
investigative  program  as  it  often  produces  positive  information. 


(The  above  document  is  part  of  seven  Xeroxed  memoranda 
detailing  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  (FBI)  plans  to  “disrupt, 
misdirect,  discredit  or  otherwise  neutralize ”  Black  “ militant’ ’ 
organizations  — including  the  Black  Panther  Party—  which  were 
released  to  NBC  newsman  Carl  Stern,  who  had  sued  the  Justice 
Department  for  them  under  the  Freedom  of  Information  Act.) 


The  destruction  and  disarray  of  this  upstairs  bedroom  graphically  depicts  the 
lawless  attitude  of  the  police  who  raided  the  29thAve.  Black  Panther  Party  facility  in 
April,  1974.  Sixteen  B.P.P.  members  were  arrested  only  to  have  the  charges 
dropped  the  next  day.  In  addition, valuable  voter  registrar  information  was  stolen. 


THE  NEW  COINTELPRO  ? 


We  believe  that  citizens  in  the  Bay  Area  and  throughout  the 
country  have  a  right  to  an  answer  to  the  following  questions: 


•  Why  did  authorities  supply  fabricated  photographs  to  the 
media  in  order  to  justify  the  arrest,  in  April  of  this  year,  of  14 
Panthers  on  charges  that  were  dropped  the  next  day?  And,  why 
did  the  Oakland  police  steal  the  Party’s  files,  including  voter 
registration  records,  during  this  raid?  Why  was  this  and  other 
raids  carried  out  in  violation  of  a  firm  long-standing  agreement 
between  Charles  R.  Garry,  representing  the  Black  Panther  Party, 
and  officials  of  the  Oakland  Police  Department  and  the 
Department  of  Justice  that  any  Panthers  wanted  by  the 
authorities  would  present  themselves  of  their  own  free  will? 

•Why,  in  May  of  this  year,  did  undercover  officers  of  the 
Oakland  Police  Department  simulate  an  armed  hold-up  in  a 
restaurant-bar  frequented  by  members  of  the  Black  Panther 
Party?  Why  were  police  already  massed  outside  the  restaurant  at 
this  time?  Why  did  they  arrest  a  member  of  the  Black  Panther 
Party,  on  charges  that  were  later  dropped,  while  the  so-called 
hold-up  men  escaped  through  the  police  lines? 

•  Why  in  July  of  1974,  did  undercover  agents  again  attempt  to 
provoke  a  confrontation  with  Huey  P.  Newton  at  the  Fox 
Restaurant? Why,  when  Mr.  Newton  refused  the  provocation  and 
went  to  the  manager’s  office,  did  agents  from  the  Oakland  police 
and  the  Alcohol,  Tobacco  and  Firearms  office  of  the  Treasury 
Department  smash  into  the  office,  pistolwhip  Mr.  Newton  and 
other  Panthers  while  their  hands  were  cuffed  behind  their  backs? 

•  Why,  in  August,  did  Oakland  police,  in  their  raid  on  the 
home  of  Huey  P.  Newton,  cause  $15,000  in  damages  to  Mr. 
N ewton  ’  s  office  and  apartment  ?  Why  was  Mr .  N ewton  ’  s  companion 
Robert  Heard  arrested  on  charges  of  “harboring”  when  Mr. 
Newton  and  his  attorney  had  presented  themselves  to  authorities  ? 

•  Why  do  the  police  refuse  to  give  any  information  whatsoever 
to  attorney  Charles  R.  Garry  concerning  the  most  serious  charge 
against  Mr.  Newton:  the  mystery  shooting  of  a  17-vear-old  Black 
woman  on  the  streets  of  Oakland  on  August  6?  Why  have  police 
threatened  prostitutes  in  the  area  with  jail  sentences  if  they  will 
not  testify  in  support  of  this  police  fabrication? 

•  What  is  the  connection  between  these  incidents  and  the 
statement  by  Oakland  Police  Chief  Hart  that  he  intends  ‘  ‘to  get 
rid  of  the  Black  Panther  Party  and  Huey  Newton?” 


The  April,  1974,  predawn  raid  by  over  50  Oakland  and  Berkeley  policemen  on  the 
former  B.P.P.  campaign  headquarters  and  their  subsequent  distribution  of 
fabricated  photographs  resulted  in  sensationalized  media  coverage  of  the  incident. 
Was  this  part  of  a  new  F.B.l.  -  COINTELPRO  operation  to  discredit  the  Black 
Panther  Party? 


•  Why  was  a  $10,000  contract,  the  existence  of  which  was 
told  to  Mr.  Garry  by  former  Oakland  Police  Chief  Charles 
Gain  in  a  taped  telephone  conversation,  put  out  on  Huey 
Newton’s  life,  and  by  whom? 

•  Why  has  the  Internal  Revenue  Service  assigned  6  agents  to 
investigate  Mr.  Newton?  Why  has  the  IRS  repeatedly  harassed 
supporters  and  contributors  of  the  Black  Panther  Party?  What 
was  one  of  these  6  agents,  J.J.  Newberry,  doing  on  the  scene  at 
the  Fox  Restaurant  when  Mr.  Newton  was  arrested  and  why  did 
he  insist  on  taking  credit  for  the  arrest?  What  is  the  relationship 
between  these  IRS  activities  and  the  famous  John  Dean 
memorandum  discussing  “how  we  can  use  the  available  Federal 
machinery  to  screw  our  political  enemies?” 

•  Why  did  three  “burglars”  break  into  Huey  Newton’s 
plainly-furnished  apartment  on  the  25th  floor  of  a  guarded 
building,  using  police  lock-breaking  equipment  and  carrying 
pistols  with  silencers  on  them?  Why  were  they  in  the  apartment 
when  they  had  no  way  of  getting  any  stolen  goods  out  of  the 
building  without  being  seen? 

•  Why  did  a  man  just  out  of  prison  move  in  across  the  hall  from 
Mr.  Newton’s  apartment  early  last  year,  without  any  furniture, 
and  subsequently  engage  in  a  “shootout”  with  police  through  his 
apartment  door?  Why  was  his  rent  paid  for  by  the  FBI? 

•  Why  was  a  detailed  outline  of  Huey  Newton’s  apartment 
found  in  the  Concord  house  abandoned  by  the  SLA,  indicating 
that  he  was  on  the  SLA  hit  list?  Was  this  related  to  the  fact  that 
SLA  leader  Donald  DeFreeze  was  known  to  have  worked  for  the 
police  as  an  undercover  agent? 

WHY  THE  REPRESSION? 

What  have  the  Black  Panther  Party  and  Huey  Newton  done  to 
draw  such  attention  from  the  Oakland  police,  the  IRS,  and  the 
FBI? 

Under  Mr.  Newton’s  leadership,  the  B.P.P.  has  in  recent  years 
placed  increasing  emphasis  on  survival  programs  and  electoral 
politics  as  means  of  uniting  poor  people  around  achieving  their 
basic  rights.  In  1972  the  Party  gave  away  22,000  free  bags  of 
groceries  and  registered  18,000  people  to  vote  in  three  major 
“Survival  Conferences”  in  Oakland.  Other  programs  sponsored 
by  the  B.P.P.  in  Oakland  and  other  cities  include: 

Free  Medical  Research  Health  Clinics 

Sickle  Cell  Anemia  Research  and  Testing  Programs 

Free  Ambulance  Program 

Free  Breakfast  for  Children  Program 

Free  Busing  to  Prisons  Program 


Huey  P.  Newton  surrounded  by  the  children  from  the  Intercommunal  Youth 
Institute.  As  Huey  has  said:  “Surely  the  future  belongs  to  those  who  will  live  it.” 


Free  Commissary  for  Prisoners  Program 
Seniors  Against  a  Fearful  Environment  (S.A.F.E.)  Program  (a 
free  transportation  and  escort  service  for  senior  citizens) 
Free  Plumbing  and  Maintenance  Programs 
Free  Pest  Control  Program 
Free  Shoe  Program 
Free  Clothing  Program 

1973  CAMPAIGN: 

In  1973,  two  Black  Panther  Party  members,  Bobby  Seale  and 
Elaine  Brown,  ran  for  Mayor  and  City  Councilwoman  in  Oakland. 
During  this  campaign,  precinct  workers  registered  an  additional 
19,000  people  to  vote  and  canvassed  voters  door  to  door.  In  the 
election  that  so  startled  the  Oakland  power  structure,  Elaine 
Brown  received  34,200  votes  and  Bobby  Seale,  in  a  runoff  race 
with  incumbent  Mayor  John  Reading  received  43,719  votes,  37% 
of  the  total. 

COMMUNITY  LEARNING  CENTER 

In  early  1971,  several  members  of  the  Black  Panther  Party  and 
other  concerned  community  parents  founded  the  Intercommunal 


Youth  Institute,  a  model  school  for  children,  ages  2  V2  to  11.  After 
two  years  of  raising  money,  the  parents  formed  a  nonprofit 
corporation  (Educational  Opportunities  Corporation),  and  pur¬ 
chased  a  beautiful  facility  in  East  Oakland  which  they  named  the 
Community  Learning  Center. 

The  Community  Learning  Center  opened  in  the  fall  of  1973.  In 
addition  to  the  Intercommunal  Youth  Institute,  which  now  has 
over  100  children,  the  Learning  Center  houses  an  after-school 
Cultural  Arts  Program  for  children  which  includes  music,  dance, 
drama,  and  arts  and  crafts;  Adult  Education  classes;  and  the  Son 
of  Man  Temple,  a  community  forum  which  meets  on  Sundays. 

Huey  Newton  has  expressed  the  purpose  of  the  Institute  in 
these  words: 

“The  Intercommunal  Youth  Institute’s  primary  task  is  not  so 
much  to  transmit  a  received  doctrine  from  past  experience  as  to 
provide  the  young  with  the  ability  and  technical  training  that  will 
make  it  possible  for  them  to  evaluate  their  heritage  for 
themselves.... Black  and  poor  youth  in  this  country  have  been 
offered  a  blurred  vision  of  the  future  through  unenlightened  and 
racist  educational  institutions.  The  Institute  is  the  realization  of  a 
dream,  then,  to  repair  disabled  minds  and  the  disenfranchised 
lives  of  this  country’s  poor  communities,  to  lay  the  foundations  as 
to  create  an  arena  for  the  world  without  such  suffering.  Our  aim  is 
to  provide  the  young  of  these  communities  with  as  much 
knowledge  as  possible  and  to  provide  them  with  the  ability  to 
interpret  that  knowledge  with  understanding.  For  we  believe 
without  knowledge  there  can  be  no  real  understanding  and  that 
understanding  is  the  key  to  liberation  of  all.” 

INVOLVEMENT  IN  SOCIAL  ISSUES 

During  and  since  the  1973  campaign,  the  Black  Panther  Party 
has  been  actively  involved  in  various  local,  state  and  national 
issues. 

*  Successfully  suing  Granny  Goose  and  several  other  large 
Oakland  corporations  to  enforce  compliance  with  California’s 
“pay  while  voting”  law,  a  statute  that  gives  voters  the  right  to 
two  hours  off  work  with  pay  to  vote  in  general  elections. 

*  Joining  with  the  California  Legislative  Council  for  Older 
Americans  in  a  successful  freedom  of  information  lawsuit  to  open 
up  the  files  of  Governor  Reagan’s  consumer  agency  so  that  the 
public  can  learn  of  consumer  complaints  filed  against  collection 
agencies. 

*  Working  with  consumer  groups  to  obtain  passage  of  a  law 
requiring  “open  dating”  on  various  foods. 

*  Successfully  demanding  passage  of  an  “Anti-Secrecy  in 
Government”  ordinance  by  the  Oakland  City  Council. 

*  Working  with  other  community  groups  on  a  highly-acclaimed 
Community  Report  to  the  Oakland  Board  of  Education  on  ways  to 
improve  the  quality  of  education  in  Oakland  public  schools. 


In  1971,  Huey  P.  Newton  and  Erik  H.  Erikson  participated  in  a  series  of 
discussions  in  New  Haven  and  Oakland  resulting  in  the  book,  “In  Search  of 
Common  Ground.”  In  1974,  the  two  distinguished  men  were  reunited  at  a  Book 
Party  given  in  honor  of  Professor  Erikson  at  the  Community  Learning  Center. 


*  Working  for  the  successful  passage  of  a  resolution  by  the 
Oakland  City  Council  allocating  $12  million  for  300  units  of 
replacement  housing  for  those  persons  displaced  by  the  Oakland 
City  Center  Project. 

*  Launching  a  campaign  for  the  Elimination  of  the  Offices  of 
President  and  Vice-President  and  the  return  of  the  powers 
usurped  by  these  offices  to  the  Congress. 

*  Proposing  an  ordinance  requiring  Oakland’s  policemen  and 
firemen  —  70%  of  whom  live  outside  the  city  —  to  live  within  the 
community  they  patrol  as  a  condition  of  their  employment. 

CONCLUSION 

There  are  two  ways  to  destroy  an  organization:  one  is  to  arouse 
public  fear  and  suspicion  in  the  media,  the  other  is  to  use  enough 
police  power  to  force  your  will  upon  people.  Since  the  1973 
elections  in  Oakland  where  B.P.P.  candidates  received  incredible 
support  from  the  people  of  Oakland,  the  Black  Panther  Party  and 
its  leader,  Huey  P.  Newton,  have  been  the  victims  of  a  campaign 
to  raise  public  fears  in  the  media  by  a  brutal  assault  upon  Huey 
Newton’s  character.  The  release  of  the  FBI’s  COINTELPRO  and 
other  Watergate  documents  related  to  the  Black  Panther  Party 


have  proven  without  a  doubt  that  there  is  a  conscious  plan  to 
destroy  the  Party  launched  by  federal  authorities  and  the  Oakland 
police.  We  are  faced  with  two  stories:  on  the  one  hand  we  have 
the  “alleged”  criminal  charges  against  Mr.  Newton  and  the 
B.P.P.  by  the  Oakland  police;  on  the  other  hand  we  have  the  quite 
public  and  open  actions  of  the  B.P.P.  who  have  built  a  growing 
base  of  support  in  preparation  for  new  1975  city  elections. 

The  public  has  now  seen  the  undisputed  evidence  of  federal 
and  local  police  activities  to  destroy  the  Black  Panther  Party  in  the 
1960s  and  early  ’70  s.  We  have  seen  the  media  slander  the 
B.P.P.  and  report  police  charges  as  if  they  were  factual  stories. 
We  have  also  seen  in  the  Watergate  affair  the  ability  of 
individuals  to  use  the  so-called  institutions  of  justice  to  destroy 
opposition  in  the  political  arena,  and  to  cover-up  their  tactics. 

We  cannot  tolerate  a  new  and  more  sophisticated  version  of 
these  crimes  at  this  time  when  the  public  has  been  promised  a 
new  era  of  justice.  The  greatest  injustice  of  this  attack  on  the 
Black  Panther  Party  by  the  authorities  is  its  ability  to  destroy  the 
community  services  rendered  to  the  poor  people  of  Oakland,  and 
to  threaten  the  rights,  the  hopes  and  dreams  of  poor  people 
everywhere,  and  ultimately,  of  all  of  us. 


.cut  here — cut  here  —  cut  here — cut  here cut  here cut  here cut  here cut  here cut  here  —  cut  here —  cut  here  —  cut  here.. 


THE  COMMITTEE  FOR  JUSTICE  FOR  HUEY  P.  NEWTON  is  an  independent 
citizens’  group  made  up  of  a  cross-section  of  attorneys,  clergy,  students,  political 
activists,  and  other  concerned  citizens.  The  Committee,  which  was  formed  in 
August,  1974,  is  pressing  for  a  full  investigation  into  the  intensifying  pattern  of 
attacks  by  police  and  federal  authorities  against  Huey  P.  Newton  and  the  Black 
Panther  Party.  For  further  information  contact  THE  COMMITTEE  FOR  JUSTICE 
FOR  HUEY  P.  NEWTON,  c/o  Community  Learning  Center,  6118  E.  14th  Street, 
Oakland,  California  94621,  or  call  (415)  562-5261. 

□  I  would  like  to  donate  to  help  the  Committee’s  legal  and  educational  activities 

□  $1,000  □  $100  □  $50  □  $10  □  $5  $ . 

□  I  would  like  to  volunteer  my  time  to  help  with 

□  Publicity  □  Research 

□  Fund-raising  □  Contacting  other  groups  and  individuals 

□  I  would  like  more  information  on  the  Committee 

Name  . 

Address  — — — — — — ■  —  — 

City  State - - 

Zip  -■  Phone  , 

Please  clip  and  mail  to  the  COMMITTEE  FOR  JUSTICE  FOR  HUEY  P.  NEWTON 

6118  East  14th  Street 
Oakland,  California  94621 

(415)562-5261 

(Make  checks  payable  to  the  COMMITTEE  FOR  JUSTICE  FOR  HUEY  P. 
NEWTON) 
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COMMITTEE  FOR  JUSTICE  FOR  HUEY  P.  NEWTON 
6118  East  14th  Street  *  Oakland,  California  94621  •  (415)  562-5261 


